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ANA MY P72 In the convulsive times in which we live, all tradition is called
into question, Whether Teligiows, Soaal: polifical, or academic. It is there-
fore no surprise that this challenge affects Judaism, which places great value
on tradition as such. This emphasis is especially noticeable during Passover,
and most especially on the Seder night. The Seder is full of tradition; every
action, every motion, manifests centuries ommm are
guided by the precept “do your own thing” are probably quite unhappy with
such a ceremonial meal qve laden with apparently irreley; bhss:
question tradition, and they no doubt reject or at least challenge the entire
Seder procedure and the traditionalism that it symbolizes. I have no doubt
that in thousands of Jewish homes where the Seder is performed, many will
parlicipate with an inner perplexity and impatience: What does all this mean
for me anyway?

How shall we react to this questioning of tradition? How shall we orient
ourselves toward this phenomenon in Jewish and general life? First, let us nevey
be d-by questions. They are characteristic of an alerTand intelligent
mind. As Jews, we welcome not enly questions of inquiry, but also those of
challenge. The Four Questions are known, in Yiddish, not as die fier shaylos,
quests for information, but as die fier kashes — four challenges or refutations.
But perhaps more important, we should remember that it is not by any means
a new phenomenon. Every “new” generation questions the oid and that is as

it should be. Indeed, the very questioning of the tradition is itself a tradition}

if we read (fic Haggadah carefully, we will observe that the questioning
of the tradition hus become encapsuiated in one of the major sections of the
Haggadah, and has become a familiar and delightful part of the Seder ritual for
at least two thousand years. It is my feeling that the questioning of tradition,

and the traditional response to the traditi i re what constitutes
B —— i

Sons, or types, The text begins with:

je concerning the Four

; :

I

or the giving of Torah, the tradition

of Israel — and it is challenged. We have here four attitudes to tradition, in
auestion-and-answer form, which deserve to be remembered, and have indeed,
been perpetuated through the Haggadah
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¢ ¥

~tant to tell the story of the Exo-
. the idolatry of Avraham’s father

¢ discussing
3 g the story back a little too far!®
We should alsc note {hat the Haggadah quotes three verses from the
Llish the point that our fathers were idol
Lo first verse already stafes this point explicitly:
wd 3 other gods.” What purpose is served by continuing
(0 guote from ¢ section.in Joshua that discusses Hashem giving
nd then Yaakov and Esav to Yitzchak, and Mount
.nheritance, etc.? 1low does any of this further our
fact that our fathers were idol worshippers, a point

1

s

that was already stated in the first verse?

1f there exists a problem of “over quoting” with regard to the first clause
of our statement that “our fathers were idol worshippers,” the opposite prob-
lem exists regarding the second clause, “but now the Omnipresent has drawn
Hashem taking us

11

us near to His sexvi o” This is presumably a referen
= "________‘_——————;‘,—_;_’;,__

vah, yet we hav

i where Hig

¢

+¢ claborate on this point.*

Ty nyrdes Fymdnrs rand thisnoto

myestion vosarding the entive pntarnrice o

,_ﬁ‘p‘,ﬂr e ars thanlking Haghe™ fav dolivering uc

+an in

ars

wd it =
fheremn el

T£ 2 dactor came hy and fixed your broken leg, you would certainly be full

of gratitude. But if someone eise came and broke thelog

or whoisprons

{ ot e consider a th

have acress to vit 1

organs that ave in dire need of &

This changes the picture dramatically. Set againet thismii
lomn, the breaking of the +ib is no longer looked upon as the problem. Int fact,
it is now looked upon as the beginning of the cure.

In order to fully appreciate the meaning behind the elavery i, and Exodus

from, Egvpt itis important to vonlize that the Jewish People had a problem

vy, that originally our fathers were

that threatened their very

idol worshippers.
The farct that «

e 51 . P
Jots lay in idol worship meant that as a People

o firin against the pagan culture in which all

% . o [
we stood little ¢

of our neighbors were steeped. Three heroic figures, Avraham, Yitzchak, and
Vaakov stood up against paganism and found the One God. With the decline -

of generations. however, there wasavery yeal concern that their descendants

would not be ahle 0 maintain their steadfastness 4 ainst the rest of the

1
rael Wou

 down te Egypt,

- Tewish People were formed

d andthaertityk effectively dissclve.

worl

-

eesinn experienced w

Tl}lgfuﬁ;age Tmo{gﬁie/)z:
es metal and rids it of foreign admixtures.
¢ ridding it of any affinity with the prevalent

i e g . s B

n ancest “Th:%'persecutrionwa;hd'deg—
' the Egyptians, wio were the most powerful and

suscessful culture of i led to a fundarmental disillusionment on the

o a5 to what constituted ultimate success.®




—c jewish People arc veferred to in 2 number of places ‘as “Hashem’s’
s When a seed is put into the ground, it reaches a state of near total
ning a categorically higher level of existence and

o ng.
disintegration before &

. . R : 3 ]

sing as aplant. Similarly, being reduced to the level of slaves represept

ed a core deconstruction of the Jews asa People. This meant that when they
e s - nbiie )

4 out by Tiashom, they were entering national existence anew,

s

fundamentally freg of their idolatrous roats i
Attaining this newfound status does not mean that they were now imper-
cious to bad habits of incapabie of imitating the idolatrous ways of others. P o
ey the essential makeup of the Jewish People had been established,
which ensured that they would ultimately be able, as a People, to recuperate
from such lapses and maintain their eternal bond with Hashem.
This is why we refer toour :dol-worshipping roots a3 part of our discus-
atisthe full contgﬁ_within which the entixe Eoypt
061 Set against this broader problem that began

sion on Seder night, for

ire Egypt € including

Ao o Raynt
n o BgYF

~onstituted the solution.

o to the verses qu iod from Yehoshua. The first verse

. ciause that “onginatiy ou¥ fathers were idol worshippers.”

. <es culminating with the words “... and Yaakov and his-

<ons went dowiL vpt,” which we saw earlier as redundant. are in fact an -

sxpression of the second clause: “but-now the Omnipresent has brought us

he process of Hashern bringing us neat to Him actually”
Egypt.”
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Not only one alone stood
against us 0 destroy us

-1~

One might expect that views on current events that Rav Pam expressed
during his lifetime might have become outdated. The opposite appears fo
be true. For example, his admonishment 10 eschew reliance o nations,
governments, 07 powerful rulers - even when they seem 0 be offering us
strong friendship and support —isat least as relevant today as it was when ~
Rav Parm originally expressed his opinion years age- % ({ )
ISOMETXMES think that the very establishment of the United Nation P e 7 -

servesas a preparation for the geulah, and that perhaps it was createc

f the geulah there will be an official recor¢

only so that at the time 0 _,.__.,-‘3"/
toward Klal":l‘israel

documenting the wickedness of the nations

2 "‘—-u-—,"'—’"""‘-"_“""’“‘“""MN—M..‘,\_—.m.,-_--u,—.w.-r - s W,Z.“-‘!"".

[Editor’s note: On another occasion Rav Pam added, “for it woulc
) The Gemare

seem that the United Nations serves 10 other purpose‘.”

tells us in Avodah Zarah (2b) that Tasid lavo, at the end of days, wher
the true glory of Klal yisrael will be realized, the rulers of all the
nations will contend before HaKadosh Baruch Hu that they always

loved the Jews, and everything they ever did was only to benefit Klal

yisrael, They will even ask to be rewarded for their ‘good deeds!” It is
then that the archives of the United Nations will be opened, riddled

with the evil speeches, resolutions, and plots masterminded by the

‘t‘(‘ga)u\'\*\\'ﬁ "o A \f.!_lu\“ 4Yons “Thewr vem oW wonds wil u“d"

DT

to their d epravity and wickedness, and the uths of the liars will

—i

silenced.

sl
* %

And, what can we possibly hope 10 henefit from the support

the United Nations ot the professed friendship of any individual
country? On the contrary, the trust we Jace in the nations e
world is one of the obstacles to the geulah. In our times. we clearly
see the fulblimen o?yﬁ?;;m'{ﬁfﬁ?ﬁends have betrayed
(Fichih 1:2), and hear the echo of Virmivahu's enduring p}ophe
“From this ailiapce you will also emerge, clapping yous hands to youk
heads; for Hashem has rejected your guarantors; you will not succ

with then” {Yirmiyeh 2:37) Yirmivahu said this in reference
Mitzrayim. the powerful kingdom in which Klal Yisrael placed i
trust at that time. However, the words of the navi continue to ri
(rie today with respect 10 the most powerful governments of ou
time. Hopefuily, our recognition of this reality will bring us closer to
the realization that we have no one o rely upon except our Father 11
Heaven, a realization which: itself will bring the geulah closer.

The pasuk tells us, “a pew king arose Over Mitzrayim who didn
ding to one view in the Gemara, t

now of Yoset™ (Shewnos 1:8). Accor
merely means that ihe decrees were new, not the king himself (Sota

N YWhe woul Lo 1 4 2 >
Why would Pharach turn against Yosefs people? Was it not

7= &
Yosef who made DPharaoh wealthy, greatly increased the king's hono
a‘nd sustained his land and his nation during the famine? Yet, despite s
this, Pharaoh tarned against Bnel Visrael and issued terrible decrees -
inst them. We see from this that it is fruitless to put our trust in

il

aga



the nations of the world or their rulers. Interestingly, according to
the Daas Zekeinim, Pharaoh was removed from his throne for three
months because he initially refused to accede to the demands of the
populace to harm Bnei Yisrael. )

The obvious conclusion is that the Jewish People should never
place their trust in the rulers of the nations of the world. Even

Pharaoh, the most power‘fu!_gf §Q\i_€}’_€_ig.[l_§:'_(;ougd not control events

that were preds d by Heaven and could not p_r;y_e_gl}i_m_ removal
b) his own people. Indeed, the mindset and decisions ofa
king are beyond his own control, for the hearts of kings and ministers
are in the hands of Hashem and He controls events and orchestrates
every detail in order to bring about His grand design. w;m

counsel against His §~'i_shes.
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NOT TO BE ABSORBED INTO EGYPT

Jacob's dying request was to be buried in what would latef become the land of
h, at the end of his life, gathered his family and told them,

Israel. So too Joseph,
“I am about to die. But God will surely come to your aid and take you up out
of this land to the land He promised in oath to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob

-24 ). His last recorded words were: tiou will su

s N T

you mustca oy bones up fll)fﬂ v\4‘"2

arried out by Moses himself.

Jews v ;iﬁa}_t_:_ggi-,_l'ge)-ig\ i
————— - e S S e a——
rather than mere dispersion, fefuizot. There were places like German:

st i i ) ; il
{rey had lived fora nd years. 1here weie vthers, like Babylonia, in%

shers was continuous Jewish settlement for two and a half thousand years.)
Jevws saw themselves, and

; i cen by othess, as being here bfi,?ael?bn
where. This did not > e A Fab s Tdual !

Few groups were as loyal to their societies and non-Jewish rulers as wex

Jews. They made significant contributions to the nations in which th

and whenever possible, added vastly to the arts, sciences, medicine, ar
economy.

e the days of Jeremiah they remembered his instruction to “See
peace and prosperity of the city to which 1 have carried you into exile; p;
the Lowp forit, for in its peace you will find peace” (Jer. 29:7). But the

'

t ture,

1e ultimate. 1t was this more than an;
nctive people, and sustained hope d

v

g centuries pulsion. [t preserved jews against the inte

decay thathas beset ever ivilization. Forgetfuiness of the past, heedl

ness of the long-teim future, ¢

od a loss of moral purpose in the pursuit of

fere and now has been the beginning of the decline of other
of gaiut was the Jewish imamune sysieiit It meant that the past and future we

as real as the present. This saved jews from the ravages of time.
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